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Jaruyin Nabhitabhata (fig. 1), a Thai naturalist, died unexpectedly on 12 September 2008
in Banghok, Thailand, at the age of 58. For all his friends and colleagues he was “Jarujin”,
a great lover of natural history and fine expert of wildhfe. He was born in Bangkok on
22 January 1950 He graduated from Kasetsart University (Bangkok) with bachelor and
master degrees in Science (Agriculiure) in 1971 and 1979, respectively The subject of hus
thesis was the family Tabanidae (Insecta, Diptera}.

While studymg his Master degree, Jarujin made an important experience working with a
great That naturalist, Dr Boonseng Lekagul (1907-1992), Jarupin also worked at the Asso-
ciation for the Conservation of Wildlife to collect butterflies in many parts of the country. In
1966, he started his work at the Centre for the Thai National Reference Collection of the
Thailand Institute of Scientific and Technological Research (TISTR) Staying over 31 yearsin
this institute, he spent most of s tume coll: animal sp b ¢ the country
When the Thatland Natural History Museum (THNHM) was successfully established
1977, Jarujin moved to work there and many scientific specimens from the TISTR were
transferred to its collection. He worked at this place until his last day, ending his career as the
Ditector of the Thailand Natural History Museum.

The establsshment of the natural nstory museum m Thatland was mstigated by Jarun's
master Boonsong This effort begun by collaboration with both foreyners and Thas for
explormg the fuuna and collectng saentific specimens (e g, amphibians, reptiles, birds.
mammals) throughout the country. The results of these faunal brodiversity explorations were
presented mn vanous forms, especially books  Freld gunte to the butierthes of Thaland
(Legact Letal  1977), Manniads of Thatland (LinaGunr & McN1eLy, 1998), A freld gunde 1o
the birds of Thadund {(Likaott & Rousn, 1991) These books were related m various ways
with Jarupn’s actiaty. as co-author. collector of specimens, or author of suggested Thai
names for many species. Unfortunately. the establishment of the natural istory museum did
not happen 1n the fe tme of Boonsong but it was accomplished durmg Jarupns hie,
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Fig | Jarwm Nabhitabhata (1950-2008) .0 2007 Photograph courtesy of Smuthi Sutabutr

Until the last day of tus life, Jaruyin kindly collaborated with both foreign and domestic
scientists in elucidating the faunal diversity of Thailand. Regular faunal summaries and
updates in the form of books (e.g . NABHITABHATA, 1988; Cox et al., 1998; NARHITABHATA &
SUWANNAPHAK, 200]; SUWANNAPHAK & NABHITABHATA, 2008) and checklists {e.g NaBui-
TABHATA et al, 2004; NABHITABHATA & CHAN-ARD, 2005) were published as the sum of
observations accumulated over the years. Along with his entomologist colleagues, he descri-
bed the beetle Aesalus dharma (Coleoptera, Lucanidae} (ARAY A et al, 1994). In the field of
batrachology, four new species of anurans were described from Thatland: dnsoma inthanon
(Matsur et al, 1998), Leptobrachuan smuthi (MaTsUL et al | 1999). Ansonue hraensis (MaTSU
etal., 2005) and Amolops panhar (MATSUI & NABHITABHATA, 2006). As for reptiles, seven new
spectes of hzards were described: Gehko taylors (O1a & NABUITABIATA, 1991), Dibantus
sonnaki (HONDA et al., 1997), Pryctolaennes phuns wacnsts (IMANTHEY & NABIHTABHATA, 1991),
Tropedophorus futscutatas (HIKIDA et al | 2002). Troprdophorus matsi (HINwa et al L 2002),
Tropidophorus nisrphy 1 (HIKIDA et al |, 2002) and Tropidophorus hangnans (CHUAYNKERN et
al., 2005) In recogmtion for tus efforts, at least stx new species of animals were named after
hum for his contribution to the study of natural history m Thaland  Liplustius jarugnn
{Arachmida, Liphistudae) (ONo, 1988). Potamon jnujini (Decapoda. Potamidae) (NG &
NAIY AN TRL, 1993), Cyrtodacty fies jerwgont (Sqaamata. Gekkonidaey (LLser. 1993), Como-
compsa sahiutabhata (Neuroptera, Coniopterydidae) (SziRARIL 2002), Plun roptrlon jarupm
(Diptera, Keratoplatidae) {Papp et al . 2006), Rhacophor s jarijing (Amphibia. Rhacophori-
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dae) (Matsul & PaNua, 2006) and Trichogul bhuabl (Acari, G
{MAHUNKA, 2008).

Jaruyin also worked as invited professor for several universities: Chulalongkorn Univer-
sity (Bangkok), Kasetsart University (Bangkok), Mahidol University (Bangkok), Mahasa-
rakham University (Bangkok) Along with various professors of these umversities, he laid the
basic framework for biological studies for studenis. The results of this effort1s reflceted in the
numerous thesis defended by his students (e g., ClIAN-ARD, 1987; JEERASUKSALIEW, 1991;
PHLUPNGCHILN, 1994: INTHARA, 2000; CHUAYNKERN, 2001: NOIKOTR, 2001: SUKPRAKARN,
2003; TAKSINTUM, 2003, MEEWATTANA, 2005) and the research articles published 1n common
{eg., SUKPRAKARN & NABHITABHATA, 2003, KONGCHAROEN & NABHITABHATA, 2007;
InTHARA et al , 2005) His students are now working in several government agenctes, NGOs or
companies and now strongly participate i etforts concertung conservation policy and biolo-
gical study in Thailand To acknowledge his effort as a teacher, Jarupm was offered 1n 2004 the
honorary doctorate degree in Biology from Mahasarakham University. This was the final
recognition of the scientific importance of a hfe dedicated to exploration of wildhfe in
abundant collaboratton,

Beside from his friends, colleagues or students, Jaruyn Nabhitabhata should receive
broad respect for his devouion 1o his career. Everyone's life has a last ddy. and Jarwm has
attained 1t before us. For all of us s early and d di at the
mappropriate moment. His name and his contributions on natural history will be reminded
forever.
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